Supporting malaria elimination with 21st century antimalarial agent drug discovery.
The burden of malaria has been considerably reduced over recent years. However, to achieve disease elimination, drug discovery for the next generation needs to focus on blocking disease transmission and on targeting the liver-stage forms of the parasite. Properties of the 'ideal' new antimalarial drug and the key scientific and technological advances that have led to recent progress in antimalarial drug discovery are reviewed. Using these advances, Novartis has built a robust pipeline of next-generation antimalarials. The preclinical and clinical development of two candidate drugs: KAE609 and KAF156, provide a framework for the path to breakthrough treatments that could be taking us a step closer to the vision of malaria elimination.